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logical moment, and by a revulsion of feeling in
France, where after a passing inclination towards
agreement/ the nation reverted to its original attitude.

One of the reasons for Germany's slow conversion
to d'Abernon's theories was, paradoxical as it may
sound, the realisation of his powerful influence. His
suggestions in the political sphere were readily
accepted because their results could be tested, but
there was more hesitation about following him in a
matter of currency theory, which seemed heretical to
most of the experts in Germany; especially as this was
a subject on which the politicians regarded him as a
master. The mistrust that accompanies every excep-
tional man as closely as his shadow, derived from
d'Abernon's past history and his rise to financial
power, and from the fantastic rumours that were
circulated whenever a financial problem came up for
discussion, on which he could speak with undeniable
authority.

There were suspicious whispers that he wanted to
introduce a sort of Ottoman Public Debt into Ger-
many ; or that he was speculating on the rise of the
mark, and so forth; and the suggestions grew more
precise, as the conception of the British Ambassador's
speculative activities became more ill-defined.

The very men who showed themselves most
accessible to his influence, and were most deeply
under his spell, thought they could best prove their
independence by refusing to follow the excellent
advice that he offered them, quite without self-interest
or personal ambition, and which revealed, indeed, an
insight that was almost prophetic. The relations
between d'Abernon and Stresemann were much